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CHAPTER 1

THE  
EMPTY ROOM
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LiTERALLY.

WHEN MoM 
CRiES, iT RAiNS.
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TALKiNG 
TO YOURSELF 

AGAiN, bUCKO?

SHOULD 
I COME BY
 LATER?

WHY ARE 
YOU HERE, 
CHAMOMiLE?

—DAD iS 
REORGANiZiNG 
THE SEARCH. 

I’VE COME 
TO OFFER 

YOUR PARENTS 
HELP—

MUM iS 
BUSY. 

a cloud crept 
through the sky 

and opened up over 
our house as her 
first tear fell.

and because she’s been crying 
for the past two days, since 

the disappearance of my sister, 
the basement has flooded.

I miss 
her, too.

4 5
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Hey, son.
Dad…?

Bucky, I’m 
sure…I just 
know Heidi 

is okay.
Thanks.

I’m sorry 
that we aren’t 

friends 
anymore… 

I’m 
sorry, 

too.

6 7
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if someone 
abducted her, 
it is your duty 
to bring that 
evil creature 
to justice! 

Cordelia…
it’s not that 

simple—

it 
should 
be that 
simple.

You’re 
the Sheriff, 

Don! 

You do 
that for your 

family!Did you 
find my 
baby? 

We’ve 
searched the 
surrounding 
forests but 
she’s not...we 

think—

—that someone 
kidnapped my girl? 

She’s inside someone’s 
house? Don, are you 

going to look?

Darling—

8 9
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Here’s 
something 
we can do, 

Bucky. 

Tell me 
everything leading up 

to Heidi’s disappearance 
again. Maybe we 

missed something the 
first time.

“The invitation 
arrived last 
Saturday…”

You are 
the Sheriff…

can’t you just 
change the 

law?

Change 
the…law? 

Oh, Bucky. Of 
course I want to 
find her as much 

as you both…

But I cannot 
investigate this 

without breaking the 
only vow I took with 
this job. I’m bound 

to protect all 
those born with 

magick. 

it’s not just 
the law, son. 

it’s a promise 
I made to our 
townspeople.

but it’s
heidi—

it is my 
duty to ensure 
that no witch 

trials will ever 
happen again.

But then 
how can 

you continue 
to look 

for 
evidence?

I…can’t.

investigating 
any charm user’s home 

without proper evidence 
will stir up panic 

through the whole 
town.

1110
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M must be 
for Matilda Turner. 

She inherited the 
coven after her 

sister—
But 

there’s no 
proof that 
the letter 

exists. 

Anyway...

Do you 
know where 

the lantern’s 
seeds are?

A garden? Don’t go 
answering the 
Crows, Heidi, 

okay? 

Those girls 
are known

for their claws, 
not their 
feathers.

The letter 
burned...

...but 
I kept the 
feather.

it’s from 
the Coven of 

Crows…

“if Heidi 
accepted...”

Heidi, 
what is 

it? 

Dunno.

!

“...she would have 
been the youngest 
witch in the Coven.”

Underneath the first 

diving leaves, the fallen 

convene. Find the crows 

over the lantern’s see
ds or 

we’ll fin
d you, wherever

 you’ll be.  - M. 

12 13
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“The room was empty…and 
that was the last time I 

saw her. That anyone 
saw her.”

Okay.

Go upstairs 
and wash up. 

I’ll be 
right there.

14 15
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But, Dad! 
She’s a criminal! 

She ripped out her 
brother’s soul…

she almost killed 
him—

I know. 
But we also know 
she has no magick 

to speak of 
anymore. 

The Mayor 
thought Emmeline’s 
release would have 
caused relief after 

such a troubled 
year, but with 

Heidi’s kidnapping 
and Emmeline’s 

release? 

And this has 
nothing to do with 
Mayor Turner being 
Emmeline’s father, 

right?

I just 
wanted you to 
know that I’m 

doing everything 
I can right 

now. 

I…I must 
see to your 

mother.

it’s been 
hard enough to 
keep a witch in 

prison for almost a 
year, forcing us to 

break our code 
of laws. 

When they 
find out, it will 
throw the town 

into chaos. 

isn’t the 
letter enough 

to point at 
Matilda and the 

Crows?

The letter 
would have been 

direct evidence, 
but you don’t 
have it, son. 

There’s 
something else 

that could cause 
us more difficulties 
in our investigation. 
And no one knows 

yet, Bucky. 

The council 
has decided to 

release Emmeline 
from prison in 

two days.

16 17

Grimoire Noir_05a.indd   16 12/11/18   9:16 AM



But, Dad! 
She’s a criminal! 

She ripped out her 
brother’s soul…

she almost killed 
him—

I know. 
But we also know 
she has no magick 

to speak of 
anymore. 

The Mayor 
thought Emmeline’s 
release would have 
caused relief after 

such a troubled 
year, but with 

Heidi’s kidnapping 
and Emmeline’s 

release? 

And this has 
nothing to do with 
Mayor Turner being 
Emmeline’s father, 

right?

I just 
wanted you to 
know that I’m 

doing everything 
I can right 

now. 

I…I must 
see to your 

mother.

it’s been 
hard enough to 
keep a witch in 

prison for almost a 
year, forcing us to 

break our code 
of laws. 

When they 
find out, it will 
throw the town 

into chaos. 

isn’t the 
letter enough 

to point at 
Matilda and the 

Crows?

The letter 
would have been 

direct evidence, 
but you don’t 
have it, son. 

There’s 
something else 

that could cause 
us more difficulties 
in our investigation. 
And no one knows 

yet, Bucky. 

The council 
has decided to 

release Emmeline 
from prison in 

two days.

16 17

Grimoire Noir_05a.indd   17 12/11/18   9:16 AM



I know 
something 
bad. Real 

bad.

Cham?

Remember 
the thing that 
happened a few 

weeks ago?

You mean Gil 
Turner getting 
separated from 

his soul? Yeah. Heard he 
has to hold it in 

a soda bottle now. 
Creepy, huh? 

He 
doesn’t 
know.

Last year, 
something
 happened…

18 19
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What’s 
what? 

I didn’t 
hear 

anything.

The 
whole town is 

spooked.

Emmeline was 
trying to bestow 
the eye of magick 

upon him—

That’s what 
it was? Doesn’t she 

know boys can’t 
have powers? Girls’ 
club only. Believe 
me, I would try 

it if—

Shh, 
it’s so much 

worse than that! 
And she wants 

to do it 
again.

How? 
She’s sitting 
in a jail cell 
right now.

She said 
she needed 
to gather 

a great force 
of power—

—What’s 
that?

20 21
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but I can!
I’m going 

to find Heidi…
and I need 

to do it before 
Emmeline is 
released!

Dad 
can’t look 

for evidence…

it’s 
nothing.

What’s nothing? 
Tell me what you 
were going to 

say.

Great 
force of power? 

I wonder what 
that means… 

I lost 
her. My own 

sister…

22 23
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CHAPTER 2

THIS TOWN  
IS FULL OF  

CROWS
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Maybe 
Cham will talk 
this time—she 
did offer to 

help.

27
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Megara!

Odd.

This 
shortcut 

should get 
me to Cham’s 

house… 

“Find the 
crows in the 

lantern’s 
seeds…”

Jack-o’-Lanterns! 
Lantern’s seeds are 

pumpkin seeds!

28 29
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Did I 
just find the 
headquarters 
of the Coven 

of Crows?

it’s not 
good for 

you to be here, 
Bucko. Matilda 
won’t like it.

30 31
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So Matilda 
Turner really 

is the new coven 
priestess? 

I have 
to go in—

Cham, 
wait! I need to 
ask you about 
something you 

said before!

Who are 
you talking 
to, Cham? 

Sure 
thing.

Bring ’em in.

What have 
you brought 

here?

32 33
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This 
is Bucky 
Orson.

Ah, Heidi’s 
brother?

I see. Big 
brother is 

watching, but 
not closely 

enough. 

This 
feather says 
you might 
know more 
about it. 

You think we 
have something 
to do with her 
disappearance?

She’s gone 
missing.

it came 
with the 

invitation the 
Crows sent 

her.

She 
rejected your 

summons. 

What? 
We’d force 
her into it?

I don’t 
know, but 

if you did, I 
will find 

out.

This 
town is here 
to protect 
those of us 
born with 
magick. 

I don’t 
deny that… 

but there are 
laws against the 
abuse of magick, 

Matilda. 

I know 
Heidi has 

more magick 
in her toes 

than the rest 
of you put 
together. 

if you 
thought she 

was a benefit to 
your coven—

How could
 you possibly 
do anything 

to us? 

isn’t 
that why your 
own sister is in 
custody right 

now?

34 35
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Cham.

She’s 
too young to be 

competing for your 
children of the corn 

popularity contest!

She’s 
just a 
kid! 

Stop!

Bring me 
back, I’m not 
finished with 

her!

36 37
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Why are we 
at the school’s

old playground?

You are 
helping me, 
Cham. Why?

it’s 
been a real 

long year not 
speaking to 
you, Bucko. 

Chamomile! 

You don’t 
have to be part 

of anything 
that scares 

you. 

Nothing 
scares me 
anymore.

38 39
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…is it true 
that they’re 

letting 
Emmeline go 

home?

How do 
you know 

that?

Matilda… 

Cham’s 
father told 
my mom. you 

know, he’s the 
Deputy—

—and he 
talks too 

much. 

So…er, 
sorry, Matilda, 

will she be taking 
over the Coven…

again?

Yeah! 
That’s right! 
Will she be 

finishing what 
she began?

Finishing 
what she 
began? 

Yes, 
Heloise. My 

family has been 
notified of my 

sister’s imminent 
release.

40 41
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Until we 
know the specifics 
of her discharge, 
we continue as we 

have been, Bee. 

But, Matilda, 
since Em left, all 
we’ve done is read 
stuff and write 

notes about 
our charms! 

I’m the 
head priestess 
of the Crows, 
so we follow 
my rules. 

Cham, all 
good?

Yes. He’s 
gone.

Thanks 
for that, 

Cham.

We 
used to do 
experiments!

The coven 
has become too 

much like 
school. 

you should 
encourage your 

daddy to discharge 
Orson. He’s Mayor, 

after all.

My father 
would do no such 

thing...the townspeople 
trust Sheriff Orson 

too much. 

I hope his 
boy falls into 
the well at the 
edge of town.

Don’t get 
smart, Hel, it’s 
better he not 

find out what’s 
in there…

Something 
is in the well? 

I have to tell Dad 
about this!  

Afterward, 
maybe he and I 

can check 
it out.

Yeah, but 
if he did fall 
in, she could 
tear him to 
tiny pieces.

42 43
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CHAPTER 3

SMALL TOWN 
SHADOW

Grimoire Noir_05a.indd   45 12/11/18   9:17 AM




